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FOUR DAY GALAPAGOS ISLANDS CRUISE ABOARD THE GALAPAGOS 
ODYSSEY 

4 Days/3 Nights from $1,779 
 

Galapagos Odyssey is a brand new 135 ft. luxury yacht 
that accommodates 16 passengers on four decks.  All 
of her ten cabins are air conditioned and have either 
queen or twin lower beds, a small desk, sofa, mini-bar 
and closet, and private bathroom.  Amenities on board 
include a Jacuzzi, al fresco dining area, spa service, 
and spacious sun and shade decks. 

 
ACTIVITIES: Wildlife viewing, hiking, snorkeling and diving (purchased separately). 
 

   
 
DEPARTURE DATES: Thursday departures throughout the year. 
 
GROUP/PRIVATE: All services included in this tour are operated on a group basis. 
 
DETAILED ITINERARY 
 
Note: The route and program may vary according to National Park policies and regulations, weather 
conditions, seasonal changes, safety reasons and wildlife encounters. 
 
Dry Landing: Guests step from the dinghy directly onto rocks or a dock. 
Wet Landing: As the dinghy edges onto a sandy beach, guests step into knee-deep water and wade 
ashore. 
 
DAY 1 (Thu): Baltra/Interpretation Center/Loberia (San Cristobal).  Upon arrival 
at Baltra, you will pass through an airport inspection point to insure that no foreign 
plants or animals are introduced to the islands.  Guides will meet you, collect your 
luggage and escort you on the short bus ride to the harbor.  You will be transported 
by motorized rafts, called ‘Pangas’ across Itabaca Channel, then by bus to Puerto 
Ayora to the M/V Galapagos Odyssey, where the crew will welcome you onboard.  
After departure and lunch, the first island visit is made. 
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The Galapagos Interpretation Center was built with the cooperation of the Spanish 
Science Centre and offers an excellent introduction to the Galapagos islands, their 
marine life, and flora and fauna.  It is located in the outskirts of the small city of 
Puerto Baquerizo Moreno, the capital of the Galapagos Province. 
 
Later, you will visit Loberia, which is located ten minutes by bus or 30 minutes by 
foot south of Puerto Baquerizo Moreno.  Travelers frequently note the unusual color 
of the plants as they near the beach.  La Loberia is home to a large sea lion colony 
and nursery.  There are frequently dozens of sea lions visible at any time.  Low tide 
is one of the best times to visit however, since it is when the mothers bring the pups 
into the tide pools for swimming lessons.  Here you'll enjoy the sea lions, marine 
iguanas, bird watching, and even Galapagos giant tortoises.  You have to always 
stay on the path and try not to disturb the wildlife.  (L,D) 
 
DAY 2 (Fri): Gardner Bay/Punta Suarez (Espanola). 
 
Located on the north-eastern coast of Espanola, Gardner Bay provides an excellent 
beach for relaxing, swimming, and observing sea lions.  You can also observe 
sharks in the crystalline waters of the ocean. 
 
Punta Suarez is a rocky point of land that sustains one of the most impressive and 
varied colonies of sea birds in the Galapagos.  Along its southern shore, high cliffs 
rise up from the sea affording the visitor spectacular views of soaring birds and of 
the blow whole, where water spouts up to 50-75 feet into the air according to the 
intensity of the surf.  (B,L,D) 
 
DAY 3 (Sat): Punta Cormorant/Post Office Bay (Floreana). 
 
Punta Cormorant offers one of the largest and the best flamingo lagoons in the 
Galapagos.  It is situated between two tuff cones that give the area a special 
atmosphere.  There are various species of shorebirds to be seen besides flamingos, 
the most frequent are common stilts, white-checked pintail ducks and other 
migratories.  This is a unique zone due to the high percentage of endemism in the 
plant life.  Also of interest are the two distinct beaches: the “green beach” (due to a 
high percentage of olivine crystals in the sand) and the “flour sand beach” made up 
of coral. 
 
Post Office Bay is the location of a wooden barrel that was placed in the 18th 
century by the crew of a whaling ship.  It has been used since this time by mariners 
and tourists as a post office.  The idea is to carry letters or postcards to their 
destination by hand.  Apart from being the Post Office Barrel, this site was the 
landing area for some of the first colonists.  (B,L,D) 
 
DAY 4 (Sun): North Seymour/Baltra. 
 
North Seymour is an uplifted (as opposed to volcanic) island and so is generally flat 
and strewn with boulders.  There are good nesting sites here for a large population 
of magnificent frigate birds.  Blue-footed boobies perform their courtship dance in the 
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more open areas and swallow-tailed gulls perch on the cliff edges.  Despite the 
tremendous surf that can pound the outer shore, sea lions haul out onto the beach 
and can be found bodysurfing.  Watch your step, as the boobies don't worry much 
about where they nest, and you might just step on one.  The trees are dotted with 
male frigate birds trying to attract the attention of the ladies by inflating their bright 
red skin flaps.  They sometimes fly in the air to call more attention to themselves, 
which is a funny display, as the puffy flap throws off their sense of balance.  There's 
a circular path that takes you through the island to a beautiful, rocky shore where the 
waves crash a silvery-blue. 
 
Transfer to the airport in Baltra for your flight back to Quito or Guayaquil.  (B) 
 
B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner 
 
PRICE PER PERSON (in U.S. Dollars) 
 
 Single Double Triple 
Lower Deck $2,309 $1,779 n/a 
Main Deck $3,559 $1,779 n/a 
Upper Deck $3,559 $1,779 n/a 
 
The above prices are valid until December 31, 2010. 
 
PRICE INCLUDES: 
 

 South American Vacations’ expert pre-departure planning services and 
documentation. 

 Transfers in the islands between the airport and dock on the date of the 
cruise. 

 Accommodations on board the M/V Galapagos Odyssey. 
 All meals, water, coffee, and tea. 
 Two daily excursions to the islands conducted by English speaking naturalist 

guides. 
 Evening briefings and lectures. 
 Use of snorkeling equipment. 

 
PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE: 
 

 International airfare. 
 Domestic airfare. 
 Ecuadorian departure tax (Quito $44.30, Guayaquil $27.75). 
 Hotel nights before/after the cruise. 
 Galapagos National Park entrance fee ($100). 
 Transit control card ($10). 
 Gratuities to ship crew and guides. 
 Alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages. 
 Gifts and personal items. 
 Travel insurance. 
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We will be happy to quote the cost of airfare, hotels, land services, and travel 
insurance, and to make these arrangements for you. 
 
IGTOA’S TRAVELER FUNDING PROGRAM 
 
South American Vacations is an active member of IGTOA (International Galapagos 
Tour Operators Association).  In support of IGTOA’s Traveler Funding Program, we 
contribute $50 for each passenger that we send to the Galapagos Islands.  You’ll 
travel knowing that you support the lasting protection of Galapagos Islands. 
 
Sixty percent of the funding of this program goes directly to the Charles Darwin 
Foundation for science, conservation, and education.  Their work, carried out 
through the Charles Darwin Research Station and Galapagos National Park, is vital 
to the preservation of the islands.  You can visit their web site to learn more 
www.darwinfoundation.org.  The remainder goes toward IGTOA’s mission of 
creating a model of responsible and sustainable tourism. 
 
PASSPORT/VISA: U.S., Australian, Canadian, and EU citizens only require a 
passport valid for at least six months from date of entry and return ticket for stays of 
up to 90 days.  Citizens of other countries are advised to contact the Ecuadorian 
embassy in their country before traveling. 
 
TRAVEL INSURANCE: In order to protect your travel investment from unforeseen 
circumstances that may arise before or during your trip, we strongly recommend that 
you purchase travel insurance.  We offer Access America’s Classic 
Comprehensive and other plans.  The Benefits, Coverage Limits, and rates are 
summarized on our website at www.savacations.com/insurance.  Call your travel 
counselor if you have any questions or to purchase a plan. 
 
TO BOOK THIS TRIP: Call or email us to confirm the availability of this ship and the 
domestic airfare for your desired dates of travel.  Once we have confirmed 
availability, you will need to pay a non-refundable deposit of $900 per person. 
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